
Families replacing single emigrants from Lithuania
Despite the publicly acclaimed image of a hard-working eastern European worker who is young, mobile and single, the data on migration show that many of the Lithuanian emigrants are married and the number of children emigrating with their parents abroad is on the rise.

Lithuanian emigration is very diverse in terms of different migration trajectories, experiences and results. However, what is seen today is that family migration is a growing pattern of emigration from Lithuania. Based on the Lithuanian Statistical Agency, the number of emigrants was constantly on the rise between 2004 and 2010. Overall, 179,333 people officially declared their departure, although unofficial number is believed to be several times higher. The data on migration between 2004 and 2010 also show that nearly 60,000 of emigrants were married, 20,000 were divorced and approximately 10,000 were children. 

In the long run, the exodus of Lithuanian families will not only have tremendous impact on the demographic composition of the state but also immigration policies. In order to introduce appropriate measures already today at the level of public and social policies, family migration needs to be studied and understood in terms of its decisions, processes and possible outcomes.

Many experts who deal with sociological and physiological aspects of migration admit that family migration is a forgotten type of migration. Family migration has been systematically neglected from the point of economic theories, which ignore activities that take place within families, since they cannot be measured in monetary terms.

However, some studies in migration research acknowledge that even if reasons for migration might be driven in economic terms, the decision-making process for the family as a whole is complex and might involve different migration strategies and outcomes. For example, many migrants might migrate in order to support partners and children left behind, to join partners and children abroad or to bring extended family members along with them.

A recent study conducted by IOM, Vilnius on Lithuanian family migration suggested that the decision-making process to migrate does not always include consideration and calculation of economic and non-economic benefits and losses attached to migration. In some families, the decision is taken very spontaneously and with no awareness of possible consequences the decision might bring to the family.  Furthermore, during the decision-making process many families often have false expectations regarding the length of migration. For example, a short stay abroad might be easily turned to a long-term migration. 

Other researchers from Middlesex University (UK) analysing complexity of family migration from Poland to the UK concluded that children play an important role within the family migration process, since parents do not want to disrupt children once they have started schooling within a particular educational system. 


